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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (GAC) MEETING 
February 14, 2013 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Hershey Lodge 
Hershey, PA 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Introductions 

 
Jennie Granger, the GAC Chair, introduced herself and asked those in attendance to introduce themselves. 
 
Transportation Funding Discussion – Next Steps 

 
Mike Ryan provided an updated on the status of briefings and initiatives being pursued by the Keystone 
Transportation Funding Coalition (KTFC).  Mike noted that the plan was to allow the Governor to roll out his 
proposed funding proposal over the next 6-8 weeks.  Next week, there is a KTFC conference call scheduled with 
team leaders and coordinators to identify the strategy moving forward.  It was initially anticipated that Round 4 of 
legislative outreach would be comprised of phone calls to the elected officials.  Mike added that based on the 
information presented by Representative Glenn Grell at the GAC Breakfast earlier this morning, it may be more 
appropriate to incorporate visits (rather than phone calls) in to Round 4.  The Representative indicated that it 
could be beneficial to roll out the Decade of Investment List to the elected officials, so that they could see how 
their local districts would benefit from the increase in funding. 

 
Position Paper Status 

 
The Position Papers were last updated in January 2012.  There are currently five (5) posted on the ACEC/PA 
website; Transportation Funding; Legal Reform; Environmental Investment; Business of Engineering; and 
Marcellus Shale.   Jennie Granger indicated that she will contacting each of the Committee chairs to request 
updates/reviews of the papers.   

 
Transportation Funding - Mike Ryan and Todd Rousenberger will serve as the main points of contact for 
review. 

 
Legal Reform – In addition to the Chair, Lea Nadler expressed interest in assisting in the paper update. 

 
Environmental Investment – Jim Rhodes is the current Committee Chair and will serve as the main 
contact. 

 
Business of Engineering – Jim France, Steve Bolt, and Joe O’Neil will serve as the reviewers. 
 
Marcellus Shale - Sandy Basehore volunteered to assist in the paper review.  In addition, it was 
recommended that Jason Snyder (RETTEW) be contacted for his input. 
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Remaining Events for 2012-2013 
 
The final Government Affairs Breakfast for March 13, 2013 is confirmed for the Hershey Lodge, and 
Representative Dick Hess is the speaker.   

 
Jenn Granger reported that lobbying efforts for the Annual Legislative Day are tentative for this year.  Normally, 
this day is held in May.  Based on the current status of a transportation funding package, it is hoped that a 
package would be approved by May.  It was agreed upon by the Board at the meeting on February 7, 2013 that 
the need for a day this year would be re-assessed in late March. 
 
As a reminder to the group, the Board determined last year that ACEC/PA would schedule its own Legislative Day 
in 2013. 

 
It was agreed upon by the Board at the meeting held at the Hershey Hotel on February 7, 2013 that the GAC 
would consider dates for the Annual Legislative Reception in June 2013.  Due to historic conflicts with other 
events, the committee will check availability at the Hilton/Whitaker Center for the first two weeks in June (while 
Congress is still in session). 

 
The ACEC National Convention is scheduled for April 21-24, 2013.  Lobbying days on the hill will be all day on 
April 23rd and half the day of April 24th.  Contained in the packet of meeting handouts for GAC members was a 
copy of the request form for establishing a visit with Senators and Representatives.  Eric Madden will be 
preparing an email blast to the membership to distribute the request form. 

 
Packets of informational lobbying materials will be available to attendees at the Convention.  Mike Ryan noted 
that talking points specific to Pennsylvania’s issues and needs would be helpful for those attending. 

 
PAC Campaign Update - Eric Madden reported that ACEC PA met the PAC contribution goals for 2012 at both 
the Federal and state levels.  Considerable discussion was also held regarding potential opportunities for PAC 
fundraising.  As a follow up, Eric is going to speak with Chris Borton about limitations/constraints associated with 
potentially hosting PAC Fundraising Events. 
 
New Items 

 
Eric Frary reported that he recommended to the Board that ACEC/PA consider hosting a fundraising event for 
Senator Rafferty.  (This recommendation was based on discussions that the Senator had with Eric and other 
ACEC representatives.)  The recommendation was approved and Steve Bolt reported that he was awaiting 
available dates from the Senator’s staff.  Upon notification, the GAC will confirm menus and details in order to 
hold the event at the Camp Hill Country Club. As a follow up, Jill Thompson will review records from the ACEC 
PAC fundraiser that was held for Rep. Rick Geist in January 2011 to establish price points and budget. 
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Next Meeting – The next meeting is tentatively planned for Wednesday, March 13, 2012 after the GAC Breakfast 
at the Hershey Lodge. 

 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:45 am. 
 
The preceding is an interpretation of the events that took place at the meeting.  If these minutes are not in 
accordance with your understanding, please notify Jennie Granger at jennie.granger@aecom.com otherwise we 
will assume that you agree with the information contained in these minutes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Jennie Granger, AICP 
ACEC/PA Government Affairs Committee Chair 
Planning Market Segment Leader, Pennsylvania 
AECOM Transportation 

 




