
 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (GAC) MEETING 
December 17, 2013 

2:00pm 
ACEC/PA Executive Offices 

Harrisburg, PA 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Introductions - GAC Chair Jill Thompson opened the meeting with self introductions of 
those in attendance. Please see attached sign-in sheet for attendees. ACEC/National Vice 
President of Government Affairs Steve Hall was in attendance as a guest. Also, joining the 
meeting via conference call: 

 

 Dr. G Terry Madonna – Franklin & Marshall College 

 Casey Moore – McMahon & Associates, Inc. 

 Joe Sullivan – Ammann|Whitney 

 Mike Crall – HDR, Inc. 

 Ernie Hanna – GZA Environmental 

 Andrew Pennoni – Pennoni Associates, Inc. 

 John Zarsky – Pennoni Associates, Inc. 

 Tom Riester – Mackin Engineering Company 

 Dean Mackin – Mackin Engineering Company 
 

2. Gubernatorial Debate Discussion – Dr. Madonna provided detailed information on 
gubernatorial debate particulars including potential dates and venues (March 20th, 27th or 
31st, and possibly the Radisson in Camp Hill as a potential location). Dr. Madonna 
suggested that we invite PCN to broadcast the event. Potential invitees were also 
discussed as this will be a Democratic primary debate. There are currently eight declared 
candidates, and two potential candidates. Invitations should be extended to all of the 
candidates once a firm date has been established. Dr. Madonna suggested that a 
“conversational forum” format be used instead of the more rigid debate process of the past. 
He indicated that topics of the discussion would need to be reviewed with each participant 
as several of the candidates already have full blown position papers. He also mentioned 
that each campaign has “rules of engagement” that they like to follow, and this will be 
challenging due to the number of potential participants. 

 
Jill Thompson gave an update of where ACEC stands in the planning process. At this time, 
we have received commitments to participate from Allyson Schwartz, Rob McCord and 
Katy McGinty. We are still waiting to hear from Tom Wolf. A date has not yet been set since 
it is so early and the candidates are not scheduled out into March. Once a date has been 
established, the remaining candidates will be invited to attend. Jill also solicited for 
volunteers for the Debate Planning Subcommittee.  Currently, Jim Maloney (JMT),  



 

 
Lea Nadler (Susquehanna Civil) and Todd Rousenberger have all volunteered. The 
subcommittee will be chaired by Jill Thompson with support from GAC Chair Greg Lebo 
and Vice Chair Jon Livingston. 
 

3. Transportation Funding Discussion – Mike Ryan provided a re-cap of the entire process 
leading up to the final vote. He stressed the importance of continuing to support the 
Legislators that put up the yes votes who are running in the upcoming primary election and 
the importance that we continue to be the eyes and ears of the industry and to promote the 
positives of the transportation bill. We also need to continue to educate and inform the 
legislators on the how they can promote the positives to their constituents. Mike also 
provided a debrief of the December 5th meeting held with Scott Christie (see meeting 
minutes attached). 
 

4. Position Paper Status  - Jill Thompson reviewed the status of the ACECPA position 
papers. 
Draft papers were sent to the board for approval in November. No comments were 
received.  The position papers are as follows: 

 
 Transportation Funding (revised post legislation) 
 Legal Reform 
 Environmental Investment 
 Marcellus Shale 
 Business of Engineering 

 
** follow up**  The 2013 ACEC/PA Position Papers have been finalized and are posted on 
the GAC page of the ACEC/PA website. 

 
5. Remaining events for 2013-2014 – Greg Lebo reviewed the following: 

 Government Affairs Breakfasts  (Hershey Lodge) 
 Wednesday, January 8, 2014 – State Treasurer Rob McCord 
 Tuesday, March 11, 2014 – Professor G. Terry Madonna of Franklin & Marshall 

 

 National Convention and Lobbying Days – April 27-30, 2014. We will begin the 
coordination for these visits in February. Coordination will take place with ACEC 
National. 
 

 Annual Legislative Reception –  date TBD (2014) – a brief discussion regarding this 
event took place with regard to timing and the purpose of the event (celebratory for 
transportation funding). It was agreed that this will be discussed after January 1st. 
 

6. Final PAC 2013-2014 Campaign Update - Lowdermilk/Epley/Madden – Dave Lowdermilk 
stated the Federal PAC goal was once again met on time. Barry Epley discussed that we 
met our State PAC goal, but exceeded our budget due to non-budgeted expenditures.  



 

 
 
It was discussed that our 2014 PA PAC budget will need to be increased due to supporting 
the Legislators who put up the tough “yes” vote for transportation funding. 

 
7. New Items - None 

 
8. Next Meeting – tbd 

 
 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:30 pm. 
 
The preceding is an interpretation of the events that took place at the meeting.  If these 
minutes are not in accordance with your understanding, please notify Jill Thompson at 
jthompson@orth-rodgers.com otherwise we will assume that you agree with the information 
contained in these minutes. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
_________________________ 
Jill K. Thompson 
ACEC/PA Government Affairs Committee Chair 
Senior Associate 
Orth-Rodgers & Associates, Inc. 
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