
 

Meeting Notes 

December 5, 2013 

 

 The attached meeting agenda was structured to provide some information to Scott Christie 

regarding ACEC/PA’s involvement in the KTFC Grassroots efforts.   The objective of this 

discussion was to describe the extent of the infrastructure that was put in place including 

regional coordinators, team leaders, and KTFC volunteers. 

 The bottom of the agenda/outline under the heading “Transportation Funding in Place” 

included four suggestions on how ACEC/PA will continue to assist PennDOT with 

Transportation Funding related issues.  The very last bullet point in this section then asked 

Scott how we can help PennDOT moving forward.  Scott’s reaction is as follows. 

 Some of the provisions in House Bill 1060 such as Traffic Signal Coordination and increasing 

the speed limit to 70 mph on certain interstates and expressways will necessitate some 

outside communication.   Scott believes that he needs help explaining why these programs are 

the right thing to do. 

 Scott believes that there is a need for improved communication on the benefits of the new 

projects and programs that will be emanating from House Bill 1060.  He indicated that 

Engineers tend to look at communications in black and white and fail to get the best message 

across.  We made the suggestion that the KTFC and some ACEC members have outstanding 

communications expertise and would be willing to work with PennDOT’s press office on a 

marketing strategy for communities.  Scott plans to present this idea at the next Executive 

Staff Meeting at PennDOT. 

 Scott would like to see Pennsylvania develop a 15-year strategy for the next revenue increase 

to identify potential revenue streams both at the Federal and State levels.    

 Scott would like to focus on industry relationships with PennDOT including contractors and 

designers.    He realizes that this will be a two-way effort involving both PennDOT and industry 

representatives.   He asked that we all keep an open mind to finding ways to change our 

current culture. 

 Following this discussion, we asked Scott to consider two changes moving forward. 

o Consider time extensions for existing open end agreements that still have remaining 

funds available.  Current policy is to only extend time for active work orders but not to 

extend time for the unused funding in the Open End Agreement.  We believe that this 

policy change would allow PennDOT to more efficient and would require fewer 

resources to re-advertise for a new open-end agreement.  Scott indicated that some of 

his D.E.s’ have already raised this issue and he has asked them for data on specific 

agreements that would be included. 

o We suggested that the Department communicate to the ACEC/PA organization plans 

for both specific project and open end agreements.  This request is similar to the 

construction overview that Scott provides to the APC industry at their annual meeting 

in November.  The ACEC organization believes that it will assist our members in 

planning for future opportunities. 
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